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March 3, 2015 

 
 
Dear Educator: 
 
The Helping Paw Project and Illinois Humane invite students in 6th – 8th grades to participate in our 2015 
essay contest, “Why My Family’s (or Friend’s) Elderly Dog Is So Special.” The essay topic is selected to 
encourage young people to think about the lifetime commitment of caring for a dog and the special role 
an elderly dog has played in his or her life. 
 
The plight of elderly dogs abandoned at shelters or county pounds is of particular concern to animal 
rescue organizations. Often the dogs end up at shelters because of changes in their families’ lives – left 
behind when a family moves or an elderly owner dies; a change in family finances or work hours; a new 
baby or another pet; or sadly, because they’ve outlived their usefulness as a family member. Instead of 
living out their years as a cherished family member, these dogs are left, scared and confused, at a shelter 
where their chances of adoption are slim. By sharing their stories of a special elderly dog, students will 
help raise awareness of what terrific pets elderly dogs make. 
 
Enclosed is a flyer with essay requirements and an entry form we ask you to please share with your 
students. Deadline for submission is April 15th and winners will be announced the first week of May 
during “Be Kind To Animals Week.” First-place winners from each grade will receive a $100 MasterCard 
gift card. Second-place prizes of $50 gift cards and third-place prizes of $25 gift cards will also be 
awarded at each grade level. 
 
We hope your students participate in the contest and share their story of a unique bond with an elderly 
dog. Thank your for your assistance.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Carol Rodgers        Jane E. McBride 
President       President 
The Helping Paw Project     Illinois Humane 

       

 
enc. 

 
The Helping Paw Project is an Illinois non-profit corporation based in Springfield, and its 501(c)(3) is pending. Its mission is finding loving homes 

and providing medical care for senior dogs. It is not a foster care program. The Helping Paw Project works to assist people interested in 

adopting a senior dog, but who may be concerned about unpredictable medical costs associated with a senior pet; financial assistance is 

available for vet care. The Helping Paw Project is an all-volunteer organization and does not have a kennel facility or office location.   

 
Illinois Humane is a Springfield-based 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization working to rescue, re-home and provide better lives for abandoned, 

abused and neglected companion animals. It is an all-volunteer organization and does not have a kennel facility or office location. All rescued 

animals are sheltered in a network of foster homes or discounted kennel spaces. Major program areas include: cruelty and neglect 

investigations; adoptions of rescued animals; spay and neuter initiatives; animal advocacy; community outreach and education. 


